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Vice President Harris
and Governor Walz's Plan
Jor Rural Communities Will:

e  Strengthen Rural Health Care by Adding 10,000
Health Care Professionals and Expanding Telemedicine

e  Cut the Number of Ambulance Deserts in Half
e  Keep Rural Hospitals and Pharmacies Open

e  Support the Next Generation of Small- and
Mid-sized Farmers and Ranchers

e Strengthen the Backbone of the Rural Economy
with Investments in Housing, Child Care, and
Senior Care
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Vice President Harris and Governor Walz believe in rural communities and
understand that supporting locally led solutions is key to rural prosperity. Their
administration will make it a priority to equip the nearly 50 million rural Americans with
the tools and resources they need not just to get by, but get ahead.

Today, Vice President Harris and Governor Walz are announcing a plan for rural America.

The key elements will:

e Increase access to affordable and high-quality health care in rural communities—
by adding 10,000 health care professionals, expanding telemedicine, cutting the

number of ambulance deserts in half.

e Support the sandwich generation to care for elders at home, lowering the cost of
childcare and increasing the number of providers, and expanding the Child Tax Credit
to provide tax cuts up to $6,000 for families with newborns.

e |ower the costs of buying a home, starting and expanding a business, and raising a
family—by sparking the construction of 3 million new housing units, providing up to
$25,000 in down payment assistance for first-time homebuyers and increasing the
small business tax deduction for startup expenses 10-fold to $50,000.

¢ |nvestinthe future of American agriculture by boosting access to credit, land, and
markets, building new markets and streams of income for small- and mid-sized
farmers and producers, and supporting the rise of the next generation of American

farmers and ranchers.

Donald Trump will turn back the hard-earned progress
that rural communities are making. As President, he tried
to repeal the Affordable Care Act and vows to terminate it

if reelected, stripping protections from people with pre-
existing conditions and devastating rural hospitals and care
services. He will ban abortion nationwide, threaten access to
contraception and IVF, and force states to monitor women’s
pregnancies and report women’s miscarriages and abortions
to the federal government.

He already took overtime pay away from millions of
Americans while giving tax breaks to billionaires and big
corporations—at the same time that he tried to cut funding
that supports rural housing and creates rural jobs. If Trump
returns to office, he promises to give more tax cuts to the
super-rich and big corporations while hiking taxes on rural
families by $4,000 a year—as estimated by the conservative
leaning American Action Forum, and putting Social Security
and Medicare on the chopping block.

Independent analysis from Goldman Sachs, Moody’s
Analytics, and other top economists—including those
surveyed by the Financial Times and Wall Street Journal
—and more also agree that Vice President Harris’ plans
are better for the U.S. economy than Donald Trump’s.
For example, an analysis by Moody's Analytics shows that,
under a Harris presidency, more than a million new jobs
would be added to the economy than under a second Trump
Administration. Meanwhile, Moody'’s finds that Trump’s plan
would cause a recession by mid-2025, cost 3.2 million jobs,
and add over 1% to inflation. And, a survey of nearly 40 top
economists by the Financial Times and University of Chicago
found that 70 percent agree that Vice President Harris would
be better on the deficit than Trump, while only 11% believe
that Trump would be better on the deficit than Harris.

Trump’s Project 2025 agenda will slash the federal crop
insurance program, gut protections for clean water and air,
and repeal the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law and Inflation
Reduction Act, which will roll back historic investments

in small businesses and rural infrastructure including
broadband, and clean energy.

Under a Harris-Walz administration, rural America
is not going back.


https://www.americanactionforum.org/research/trumps-10-percent-tariffs-projected-impacts-on-u-s-households-and-allies/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/goldman-sachs-sees-biggest-boost-us-economy-harris-win-2024-09-04/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/2024/06/20/biden-vs-trump-economy/74077301007/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/2024/06/20/biden-vs-trump-economy/74077301007/
https://www.ft.com/content/cf9a7c4d-3b82-4867-892c-f4f95daebbc7
https://www.wsj.com/politics/elections/economists-say-inflation-deficits-will-be-higher-under-trump-than-harris-0365588e
https://www.moodys.com/web/en/us/site-assets/assessing-the-macroeconomic-consequences-of-harris-vs-trump.pdf
https://www.moodys.com/web/en/us/site-assets/assessing-the-macroeconomic-consequences-of-harris-vs-trump.pdf
https://kentclarkcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/RESULTS-2024-09-11-Survey-14.pdf
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EXPANDING RURAL HEALTH CARE

Vice President Harris and Governor Walz believe quality health care is a right,
not a privilege. That’s why they are announcing new initiatives to improve and expand
affordable health care in rural areas. Their plan will recruit 10,000 additional rural
health care professionals and protect and expand access to care, from telemedicine

to local independent pharmacies.

Recruiting 10,000 Rural Health Care Professionals,
including doctors, nurses, community health workers, and
EMS professionals, to provide health services to Americans
in rural and tribal areas—while working to protect our health
workforce from burnout. This initiative will include:

¢ Expanding Scholarships, Loan Forgiveness, and
Other Pipeline Programs for Doctors and Nurses
Who Will Provide Health Care in Rural and Tribal
Areas: They will expand funding to recruit and
retain doctors, nurses, pharmacists, public health
professionals, and other health care providers through
scholarships and loan repayment programs including the
National Health Service Corps Loan Repayment Program,
the Indian Health Service Loan Repayment Program,
and the Public Service Loan Forgiveness Program. Their
plan to build 3 million new homes nationwide, including
in rural and tribal areas, and to provide $25,000 in
downpayment assistance will further lower costs of
buying a home in rural America, creating incentives
for health professionals to buy homes and stay in rural
America. They will invest in programs that introduce rural
youth to careers in medicine and provide the necessary
support for them to pursue that career path. This plan
builds on Vice President Harris's leadership in investing
in programs to train more nurses and doctors who will
live and work in rural and underserved communities,
including funding an additional 1,000 residency slots in
hospitals. When a provider trains in a rural area, they're
more likely to remain living and working there.

¢  Providing a Major Grant Program To Train and Fund
Rural Community Health Workers: They will launch a
new permanent grant program to train and fund Rural
Community Health Workers; make it easier for Medicaid
to cover Community Health Workers; and expand grants
to Community Health Centers and Rural Health Centers.

Expanding Rural Telehealth Services: Americans living
in rural areas are around 17 times more likely to use
telehealth than those in cities, but half of all people living

in rural areas lack access to the broadband speeds needed
to support telehealth.

¢ Permanently extend Medicare coverage of
telemedicine benefits, currently set to expire,
by working with Congress to pass the Preserving
Telehealth, Hospital, and Ambulance Act.

* Double federal funding for telehealth equipment
and technologies. They will double the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s (USDA) Distance Learning and
Telemedicine Grant Program for Rural Communities
to $120 million. This will give rural and tribal communities
more resources for telehealth equipment—including
at rural health clinics, hospitals, and schools—and
support innovative new technologies like tele-medically
equipped ambulances.


https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-funding-1000-new-residency-slots-hospitals-serving-rural-underserved-communities
https://www.macpac.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Telehealth-in-Medicaid.pdf
https://gop-waysandmeans.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/HR-8261.pdf
https://gop-waysandmeans.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/HR-8261.pdf

HARRIS

WALZ

Slashing the Number of Ambulance Deserts in Half:

At least 2.3 million rural Americans live in ambulance
deserts—meaning they live at least 25 minutes away from an
ambulance—and in 14 states more than 10% of the population
lives in such an area. Volunteer squads—which provide the
majority of rural EMS staff—struggle to survive due to a lack
of sustainable funding sources and a difficulty recruiting new
volunteers. Vice President Harris and Governor Walz will take
action to cut the number of rural Americans in ambulance
deserts in half by the end of the decade:

¢ Expanding EMTs and Paramedics in Rural Areas:
They will dramatically increase financial and technical
support to rural and tribal communities to train, equip,
and employ first responders, and provide resources for
ambulances, lifesaving equipment, and the construction
and maintenance of first responder stations.

¢ Increasing Funding and Support for Volunteer EMS
Programs: They will provide grants to small volunteer
ambulance and EMS programs to help them survive and
thrive. These extra resources will support innovative
uses of technology like telehealth and the exploration
of solutions to low reimbursement levels for both public
and private insurers.

Keeping Independent Pharmacies Open and Increasing
their Numbers by 3,000. Independent pharmacies make
up more than three-quarters of pharmacies in rural areas,
and their pharmacists are a critical and trusted health

care resource. But nationally the number of independent
pharmacies has decreased—by nearly 50% since 1980,
leveling off at about 20,000 locations, with 1in 10
independent retail pharmacies in rural America closing over
the last decade.

¢ A Harris-Walz Administration will set a goal of
enabling 23,000 independent pharmacies to either
launch or stay open by working to enact legislation
that would prevent pharmaceutical middlemen, known
as pharmacy benefit managers, from shortchanging
rural independent pharmacies and steering orders of
the most profitable drugs away from independent rural
pharmacies and to chains. This would be a 15% increase
in the number of independent pharmacies—restoring
the rural independent pharmacies that have closed over
the last decade and increasing their number by 5%.

Keeping Rural Hospital Doors Open To Ensure Access to
Emergency Services. Since 2010, nearly 150 rural hospitals
have either shuttered or ceased providing inpatient hospital
services. A Harris-Walz Administration will work to strengthen
Medicare’s Rural Emergency Hospital Designation—which
helps facilities offer medical services in areas that may not

be able to sustain a full-service hospital, while protecting

the Affordable Care Act and supporting Medicaid expansion,
which has helped to reduce uncompensated care in expansion
states and improves the financial health of rural hospitals. This
will also help support improvement in maternal health, which
Vice President Harris has long advocated for, by increasing
access to options for obstetric care.

Lowering Health Care Costs. Vice President Harris and
Governor Walz will also lower health care and prescription
drug costs for Americans. They will work to cap the cost of
insulin at $35 and out-of-pocket expenses for prescription
drugs at $2,000 for everyone. They will also fight to keep
helping millions of Americans save $800 a year on their
health insurance and accelerate Medicare negotiations over
prescription drugs to help bring drug prices down more
quickly and cover more drugs.

Restoring and Protecting Reproductive Freedoms. They
will also keep fighting for women'’s rights to make decisions
about their own bodies. The Vice President will, if elected,
never allow a national abortion ban to become law. And when
Congress passes a bill to restore reproductive freedom
nationwide, she will sign it.

Supporting Veterinary Care in Rural Areas and addressing
the increasing shortage of veterinarians by encouraging
providers to work in areas with too few veterinarians by
strengthening USDA's Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment
Program, which reduces debt for physicians working in high-
need areas for the food supply, and increasing grants for
starting and expanding veterinary practices in critical areas.

Trump meanwhile tried to end the Affordable Care Act
and has promised to terminate it if reelected—over 500
rural hospitals at risk of closure could close. He sought to
make significant cuts to both Medicare and Medicaid in
every single one of his budgets. His Project 2025 agenda will
reverse the caps on insulin and other prescription drugs,
raising the prices on life-saving medications.


https://digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1013&context=ems
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2021/07/05/1012418938/rural-ambulance-services-at-risk-as-volunteers-age-and-expenses-mount
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/28/nyregion/ambulance-corps-volunteers.html
https://www.evernorth.com/articles/report-rural-independent-pharmacies-can-improve-equitable-access-care#:~:text=According%20to%20a%20new%20white,to%20improve%20access%20to%20care.
https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/healthcare/our-insights/meeting-changing-consumer-needs-the-us-retail-pharmacy-of-the-future
https://www.ftc.gov/system/files/ftc_gov/pdf/pharmacy-benefit-managers-staff-report.pdf
https://www.shepscenter.unc.edu/programs-projects/rural-health/rural-hospital-closures/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/02/28/fact-sheet-the-congressional-republican-agenda-repealing-the-affordable-care-act-and-slashing-medicaid/
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A HISTORIC PLAN TO EXPAND ACCESS TO CARE
AND SUPPORT THE SANDWICH GENERATION

Vice President Harris cared for her aging mother and knows that when families
cannot find affordable care for their elderly parents or children, it is not just a
big financial strain, but also a source of severe emotional stress that takes a big toll
on families. Nearly a quarter of American adults are part of the sandwich generation
providing intergenerational care to both their children and a parent or a loved one

with disabilities.

Protect and Strengthen Medicare, Help Rural Seniors
Live Independently, and Support Family Caregivers.

Vice President Harris and Governor Walz will protect
Medicare and strengthen it with a historic Medicare at
Home plan, which will cover robust home care for seniors
under Medicare for the first time ever. This will help both
seniors and their caregivers, who often shoulder the financial
and emotional burden of caring for aging loved ones.

Vice President Harris and Governor Walz will also expand
Medicare to cover hearing and vision benefits to support the
millions of seniors who rely on glasses and hearing aids.

These plans are common sense. They can help family
caregivers work and save both families and the federal
government money by allowing seniors to stay in their
homes instead of being sent to nursing homes, which are
often more expensive. Medicare at Home will also reduce
hospitalizations. These new benefits will be fully paid for
and we will extend the life of the Medicare Trust Fund by
expanding Medicare drug price negotiations and more.

Make Quality, Affordable Child Care Accessible and
Expand the Child Tax Credit. Vice President Harris and
Governor Walz know that millions of Americans are balancing
both care for their children and care for aging loved ones.
Too many rural families struggle to access affordable child
care near them. One survey found that only 38 percent of
rural parents could easily find childcare within their budget,
compared to over half of urban parents. Vice President
Harris and Governor Walz will bring down child care costs
for American families to help save thousands of dollars on
child care and expand access to good child care options by
building a robust child care supply. Vice President Harris is
also proposing to expand and make permanent the Child Tax
Credit, including giving families with newborns a tax cut of
$6,000 per child. This will help families cover expenses early
on in life. After Vice President Harris cast the tie-breaking
vote on the legislation that temporarily expanded the Child
Tax Credit in 2021, it helped the families of over 9 million
children in rural areas.

As president, Trump tried to cut Medicare and Medicaid
in every single one of his budgets, has called for raising the
retirement age to 70, and said privatizing Medicare will create
a “stronger system.” He denied millions of families the full
child tax credit and tried to cut federal child care funding

by nearly $100 million. His Project 2025 agenda will actually
raise costs on families by $4,000 a year.



https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2022/04/08/more-than-half-of-americans-in-their-40s-are-sandwiched-between-an-aging-parent-and-their-own-children/
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/download/?file=/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/BPC-Rural-Parents-Analysis-9.14-Additional-Analysis-min.pdf
https://www.cnn.com/2020/08/27/politics/rnc-night-four-fact-check/index.html
https://nwlc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Trump-Budget-Would-Reduce-Families-Access-to-Early-Care-and-Education-Final.pdf
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STRENGTHENING THE BACKBONE OF THE RURAL ECONOMY

Vice President Harris and Governor Walz are committed to helping rural
communities grow and thrive economically. They are fighting to lower prices
for Americans including through tax cuts for 100 million working and middle-class
families and policies to lower the price of housing, groceries, and health care. They
are also supporting small businesses by cutting red tape and proposing a ten-fold
increase in the tax deduction for new businesses starting up.

Vice President Harris has fought for landmark investments in rural communities: high-
speed internet access to every corner of rural and tribal America, as well as projects
to build and fix roads and bridges in rural and tribal communities across America, and
to support transit vehicles and infrastructure for thousands of rural and tribal transit
systems. Rural communities stand to benefit from up to 45% of the total funding—or
more than $450 billion—provided by the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, the Inflation
Reduction Act, and the CHIPS and Science Act, and almost 30% of the IRA funding
announced so far will flow to rural communities. Governor Walz has long championed
rural communities. He spent 12 years representing a rural district in Congress, and as
Governor, he spearheaded the largest single investment in broadband infrastructure
in state history to help thousands of Minnesotans—including those in rural areas—
connect to jobs, education, health care, and their communities.

But they know it is not enough—too many rural communities still do not have the tools

they need to get ahead.

Supporting Small Businesses by Increasing Capital and
Access to Resources. Vice President Harris has set an
ambitious goal of 25 million new business applications by the
end of her first term. She plans to encourage businesses to
start and grow by increasing the small business deduction
10-fold to $50,000, providing low- to zero-interest loans

to small businesses that grow and create jobs, allocating
one-third of federal contract dollars to small businesses, and
providing other financing for rural and tribal entrepreneurs
through the Treasury Department’s State Small Business
Credit Initiative—which lifts up entrepreneurs and founders in
rural America, middle America, and underserved communities.

Create New Jobs and Opportunities Through:

¢ New America Forward Tax Credits to promote
investment in the industries of the future, including
greater credits for companies investing in agricultural,
manufacturing, and energy communities. This
includes modernizing steel and iron production,
developing biotechnology, building new data centers
for Al and supporting Al innovation, further developing
clean energy manufacturing, revitalizing America’s
semiconductor industry, and investing in aerospace,
autos, and other forms of transportation. These tax
credits will provide significant additional benefits to
investments made in longstanding manufacturing,
energy, and agricultural communities and reward
companies that work with unions and communities to
support workers and protect jobs.


https://mn.gov/governor/newsroom/press-releases/?id=1055-551346
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¢ New Opportunities for Those Without Four-Year
College Degrees including promoting meaningful
pathways for those without college degrees to federal
jobs and working with businesses to do the same in the
private sector. Vice President Harris and Governor Walz
have also set a goal of doubling the number of registered
apprenticeships during their first term. This will include
partnerships with community colleges on high-quality,
evidence-based training programs.

e  Cutting Red Tape so that America Can Build More
Housing, Manufacturing, and Energy Projects
Faster while also ensuring community engagement
and adequate protections for the environment and
public health. This will build Vice President Harris’s work
through the Inflation Reduction Act to speed permitting
review, and her work to finalize a rule to modernize
environmental reviews.

¢ Keeping Rural Schools Open and Thriving. Vice
President Harris knows that a great teacher can have
a life-long impact on children. But teacher shortages
disproportionately impact rural communities throughout
the country. That's why she will double down on
programs that prepare and train teachers in rural and
tribal areas in an effort to support new teachers and
increase retention rates in rural communities—all of
which will improve student outcomes like academic
achievement and high school graduation rates, resulting
in higher long-term earnings, job creation, and a
boost to the economy. She will also build on federal
transportation programs that help get children to school
where bus routes or vehicle maintenance costs put
additional strain on already limited budgets.

Protect and Strengthen Social Security while Making the
Super Wealthy Pay their Fair Share. Vice President Harris
and Governor Walz will protect and strengthen Social Security

and Medicare by making the super-wealthy pay their fair share.

Trump, by contrast, once called for raising the retirement age
to 70, and he tried to cut Social Security and Medicare every
year of his presidency. Now, on the campaign trail, Trump is
continuing to talk up cuts to Social Security and Medicare,
saying “there is a lot you can do...in terms of cutting.”

Lowering Costs for Rural Americans Through:

¢ Lower Costs of Buying and Renting a Home Across
Rural America by sparking the construction of 3 million
new affordable rental and owner-occupied homes,
providing up to $25,000 in down payment assistance for
first-time homebuyers, and cracking down on predatory
investors. Vice President Harris and Governor Walz
will also work to strengthen USDA's programs for rural
and tribal communities, especially in housing, and as
part of their proposal to strengthen the Low Income
Housing Tax Credit program to create more homes that
are affordable for renters, they will work to ensure that

rural states receive a fair allocation of these credits to
address the unique challenges that rural communities
face when dealing with housing challenges, including
higher construction costs and lower housing density.

¢ Providing Rural and Tribal Families with Reliable,
Low-Cost Internet Access, by reenacting the
Affordable Connectivity Program. The Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law’s Affordable Connectivity Program
provided 23 million households with up to $30 off of
their monthly internet bills and a one-time discount of
up to $100 to buy a laptop, desktop computer, or tablet.
Over 3 million people who benefited from ACP live in
rural and tribal areas. Vice President Harris will reenact
this popular program, which ended in June of this year,
to ensure that rural and tribal families can connect to
the internet and obtain the financial, educational, and
health opportunities that come from reliable internet
access. She will also take common-sense steps to
speed up the construction of new internet for rural
and tribal communities.

Provide Funding and Support to Local Communities,
Tailored to Address Local Needs:

e Vice President Harris and Governor Walz will work with
Congress to pass the bipartisan Rural Partnership and
Prosperity Act, led by Senators Casey and Fischer.
This will provide new grants to every state that will
support locally led solutions to address rural and tribal
communities’ needs—including for child care, housing,
job training, and economic development.

e And, Vice President Harris and Governor Walz will
expand the Rural Partners Network nationwide by
partnering with rural communities to help them navigate
and access existing federal funding opportunities.

Trump neglected rural communities. He failed to address
the housing supply crisis during this presidency, and now
his Project 2025 agenda will increase mortgage premiums
on federally backed loans, and drive up mortgage rates

by around $1,200 by privatizing Fannie Mae and Freddie
Mac. He also tried to eliminate the Economic Development
Administration, and wants to repeal investments in
infrastructure, clean energy, and more that have been
strengthening the economies of rural communities. He will
also raise costs by nearly $4,000 per family with a “Trump
Sales Tax” on imported items that families rely on.

He also has no plan to support families and seniors. He
has called for raising the retirement age to 70 years old.
His Project 2025 agenda would slash funding for child care,
abolish Head Start, and cut more than $20 billion in federal
support for the nation’s most vulnerable students.


https://www.casey.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/rural_partnership_and_prosperity_act_one_pager1.pdf
https://www.casey.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/rural_partnership_and_prosperity_act_one_pager1.pdf
https://www.casey.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/rural_partnership_and_prosperity_act_one_pager1.pdf
https://www.casey.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/rural_partnership_and_prosperity_act_one_pager1.pdf
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HARVESTING THE FUTURE OF AMERICAN AGRICULTURE

Vice President Harris and Governor Walz know that America’s farmers,
farmworkers, and ranchers feed our nation, drive our economic growth, and
enhance our security and resilience. That's why Vice President Harris helped
secure nearly $20 billion in investments to help hundreds of thousands of farmers
and ranchers adopt voluntary innovative conservation practices, promote sustainable
agriculture, and increase resilience against extreme weather. She also directed

$1 billion to increase meat and poultry processing capacity, up to $900 million to
boost domestic fertilizer production, and funding to strengthen food supply chains
and give farmers more choices. Governor Walz—who grew up spending time on the
family farm—has stood by farmers and ranchers throughout his time in public service.
In Congress, Governor Walz worked across the aisle to pass three Farm Bills to expand
veterans’ access to crop insurance, farm education, and job training and enacted
legislation to improve veterans’ health care. And as Governor, he championed efforts
to support new farmers and to build new markets and revenue streams.

But Vice President Harris and Governor Walz know that today too many small farmers
and ranchers still face barriers to success or are getting ripped off by big corporations.
Vice President Harris and Governor Walz have a plan to invest in the future of
America’s agricultural industry. They will combat consolidation and other barriers that
make it more difficult for small farmers to get ahead, and support the next generation

of American farming by:

Making It Easier for Beginning Farmers and Ranchers

to Get Started by improving access to credit for beginning
farmers—including by reducing barriers to receive USDA’s
farm ownership and operating loans—and supporting training
and technical assistance including for military veterans and
young farmers. This builds on Vice President Harris and
Governor Walz’'s proposals to provide one million forgivable
loans to entrepreneurs who have historically faced barriers
to accessing credit as well as low- to zero-interest loans to
small businesses that create jobs.

Expanding Farmland Protection Programs including
supporting working farm easements that ensure farmland
remains farmland and isn’t lost to non-agricultural buyers.

Doubling Down on Partnerships with Farmers and
Producers to Build New Markets and Income Streams.
That’s why Vice President Harris fought tirelessly for

the Inflation Reduction Act, which included a $20 billion
investment to help the agricultural community voluntarily
adopt and expand conservation and climate smart
agricultural strategies—all while saving money, creating new
income streams, ensuring the wealthy pay their fair share in
taxes, and increasing productivity. If elected, Vice President
Harris and Governor Walz will double down on this work.

Ensuring America’s Farmers Have the Right to Repair
Their Equipment. Currently, equipment manufacturers put
in place restrictions, such as software blocks on tractors and
other farm equipment, that make it difficult if not impossible
for farmers to repair their own equipment. Vice President
Harris and Governor Walz will require manufacturers

of electronics-enabled agricultural equipment to share
documents, parts, software, and tools with owners and
independent repair shops by working with Congress to enact
the Agricultural Right to Repair Act.



https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2024/05/14/fact-sheet-the-biden-harris-administration-highlights-investments-in-rural-america-invites-public-nominations-for-rural-innovators-initiative/#:~:text=The%20Inflation%20Reduction%20Act%20provided,to%20millions%20of%20acres%20of
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2023/03/06/biden-harris-administration-announces-actions-investments-create#:~:text=These%20initiatives%20are%20part%20of,in%20more%20competitive%20meat%20and
https://www.rd.usda.gov/newsroom/news-release/biden-harris-administration-partners-farmers-expand-innovative-domestic-fertilizer-production-0#:~:text=The%20Administration%20committed%20up%20to,and%20support%20climate%2Dsmart%20innovation.
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/5604/text
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Boost Competition to Create Opportunities for Small
Farmers and Ranchers. Vice President Harris and Governor
Walz will support small businesses in the agricultural
industry, including continuing successful efforts to block
excessive consolidation by working with Congress to pass
bipartisan legislation to increase antitrust enforcement

in agriculture and help ensure poultry growers and

ranchers get a fair price. They will also focus on expanding
production among new suppliers and small farms, growers,
and processors to create broad-based, resilient local and
regional food supply chains and spur competition with large
conglomerates.

Ensuring Crop Insurance Works for All Farmers and
Ranchers. Vice President Harris and Governor Walz will
strengthen the Federal Crop Insurance Program by directing
the USDA to study whether the program should cover
additional crops and working with Congress to ensure the
program protects against more threats like natural disasters
and extreme climate events — risks that raise costs and
disrupt supply chains.

Growing Opportunities for Small and Mid-Size Farms
and Small Businesses in Rural and Tribal Communities
to Sell to Customers Around the Globe. Research shows
that agricultural export losses due to retaliatory tariffs from
Trump's trade wars totaled more than $27 billion in 2018 and
2019. The impact on small farmers and rural communities
was devastating: agricultural jobs fell, U.S. farm bankruptcies
surged, and net farm income plummeted. Vice President
Harris and Governor Walz will provide technical assistance
to small and mid-sized farmers and businesses so that they
have more opportunity to sell their products.

10

Donald Trump will make the challenges that American
farmers face worse. As President, he bailed out the largest
10% of farmers, while sacrificing smaller family farms in his
trade wars. Between September 2018 and September 2019,
farm bankruptcy filings rose 24% nationally. He also enabled
big meatpackers and agribusinesses to run family farms

out of business. As his own Secretary of Agriculture said,
“In America, the big get bigger and the small go out.” Now,

if Trump is elected again, his Project 2025 agenda will hurt
rural America, including making crop insurance for family
farmers even more expensive and risking another slew of
retaliatory tariffs.

Vice President Harris and Governor Walz believe in rural
America and pledge to support rural Americans to create
a New Way Forward.


https://www.rounds.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/rounds-tester-and-grassley-introduce-bill-to-defend-cattle-producers-from-anticompetitive-
https://www.ers.usda.gov/webdocs/publications/102980/err-304.pdf
https://www.nber.org/system/files/working_papers/w32082/w32082.pdf
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-10-30/u-s-farm-bankruptcies-surge-24-on-strain-from-trump-trade-war
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-10-30/u-s-farm-bankruptcies-surge-24-on-strain-from-trump-trade-war
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2019/national/farm-bankruptcies-rise-as-trumps-trade-war-grinds-on/
https://www.reuters.com/article/economy/bulk-of-trumps-us-farm-aid-goes-to-biggest-and-wealthiest-farmers-advocacy-g-idUSKCN1UP28P/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/agriculture-secretary-sonny-perdue-says-family-farms-might-not-survive/
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